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Board Minutes Summary

The Official Minutes of the Portland Public Schools Custodian Civil Service Board are Sound
Recordings of the Meetings.  The following is a summary of the February 12, 2014 meeting.

Pursuant to Public Notice, a regular meeting of the Portland Public Schools Custodian Civil
Service Board was held on Thursday February 12, 2014, at 4:00 p.m. in the Columbia Project
Room in the Blanchard Education Service Center, 501 N Dixon Street, Portland, Oregon.

Present at the meeting of CCSB were Board Chair Paul Breed and Board Member Ken
Fitzsimon. The Board secretary Jo McClain was also present.

The presiding officer of the meeting was Board Chair Paul Breed.

The meeting was called to order at 4:00 p.m.  .

The Board introduced Patrik Antich, pending board member.  Ross Hume for PPS explained Mr.
Antich had not been formally approved given the current issues pending with the teacher’s union. 
It was decided the Mr. Antich would sit with the Board that evening for all purposes other than
voting.

Agenda Item No. 1:  Minutes

The minutes for the January 8, 2014, meeting were approved by unanimous vote.

Agenda Item No. 2:  Approval of Revised Hiring List

Nancy Dickison reported that the list of CCSB eligible of custodians had been modified based on
preference points, effecting positions 2 through 9.  She advised that all relevant persons had been
noticed by email and she had received no objections, requests, or concerns.  She distributed the
new list, was which approved by unanimous vote.

Agenda Item No. 3:   New Board Member

The introduction of Patrick Antich was addressed at the beginning of the meeting as addressed
above.

Agenda Item No. 4:   Paul Nyman; Appeal of Termination

It was first clarified that the only thing to be addressed at this meeting was scheduling of an
appeal hearing.



Tim Carman for the Union explained that he had not been able to provide a more timely notice
because he had incorrect email addresses for the Board, but the Board found the meeting to be
timely.  The crux of the discussion that followed was whether or not the notice was sufficient.  
Cody Elliot, attorney for PPS, said PPS believed the notice was deficient pursuant to 2.0152, in
that the notice of appeal did not give the “reasons why the employee believes the action was
improper,” and was therefore insufficient to trigger a hearing.  Both Mr. Breed and Mr.
Fitzsimon supported finding the notice sufficient, albeit minimal, and that they believed in the
policy of ensuring that matters be heard rather than denied procedurally.  Mr. Fitzsimon point out
that the term “wrongful” could mean “lacking in good faith”, and, unless PPS could show
prejudice, agreed that the hearing should go forward.

Tim Carman for the Union stated that Mr. Nyman had brought a letter which highlighted the
details of why he thought he had an appeal, although later in the meeting Mr. Carman said the
letter did not quite address the issue as he had expected, and that he and Mr. Nyman would
provide something more detailed. 

After reviewing the hearing rules (2.0251-2) Mr. Breed led a discussion concerning hearing
procedures and dates.  It was determined that the following schedule would apply:

February 27, 2014 A statement of appeal with more definite allegations due from
Nyman/Union

March 5, 2014 Documents to be exchanged between the parties and provided to Board

March 5, 2014 Applications for subpoena for witness due to Board (email application
is acceptable) 

March 20, 2014 Hearing 1 p.m. – 5 p.m. 

PPS and the Union both felt presentation of evidence and witnesses would take at least two
hours, and the meeting was scheduled for an early start at 1 p.m. until 5 p.m.*

Agenda Item No. 5:  New Business

There being no business, the meeting was adjourned just before 4:30.

*NOTE - Prior to the approval of these minutes, PPS and SEIU both confirmed that the Nyman
appeal had been resolved and the March meeting was ultimately postponed.
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